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Fig. 1 - Overall birds-eye view of the proposed IROQUOIS COMMONS Waterfront Park Revitalization and context,  from the south 
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Fig. 2 - Aerial view of pre-Seaway Iroquois 1954 showing the former Main St. (King) & Galop Canal (Source: stlawrencepicks.com). 

 

The St. Lawrence River reaches more than 5,180 kilometers into the interior of North America and sets a major 

international border. By 1850, with the construction of the Williamsburg Canals (including the Galop and Iroquois 

Canals, 1847) ocean-going ships were crossing the Atlantic to dock at in-land ports in Canada and United States. 

Obsolescence in the width and depth of these canals as well as new hydro power opportunities lead to the 

development of the St. Lawrence Seaway just over a century laterΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘǊƻǿƴŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά[ƻǎǘ 

±ƛƭƭŀƎŜǎέ ƻŦ hƴǘŀǊƛƻΣ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƻŦ LǊƻǉǳƻƛǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ LǊƻǉǳƻƛǎ [ƻŎƪΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƻ ōŜ finished in the 

project, was successfully tested in November of 1957. 

 

Nevertheless, the aboriginal, military, agricultural, transportation, industrial and cultural heritage of this significant 

Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘΦ [ŀǿǊŜƴŎŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ άCǊƻƴǘέ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘƻƴƻǳǊed and appreciated. There is no better place to do that 

today, and no place with more potential for revitalization, recreation and interpretation, than at the Iroquois 

waterfront. The concept design for Iroquois Commons Waterfront Park leverages that potential and provides a long 

term plan for the evolution of this beautiful and historic place. 

 

The Iroquois Waterfront Advisory Committee (IWAC) was appointed by the Municipality of South Dundas in 2011 to 

investigate and develop a plan for the revitalization of the Iroquois Waterfront. In 2013, IWAC produced a vision 

study for the conservation, protection and enhancement of the waterfront area. Retained by the Municipality in 

2014, the MTBA/Lashley Consulting Team has taken the IWAC vision to a complete Concept Design and Master Plan.  

 

The pre-implementation mandate was divided into two stages:  

¶ Stage One - Prefeasibility Report (Submitted July 22, 2014);  

¶ Stage Two - Concept Design (this report).  
 

 

With an extraordinary location along the St. Lawrence River and the unique visual connection with the Iroquois 

Locks, the Iroquois Waterfront is complemented by the presence of the historic Carman House and Galop Canal, 

making this public space a valuable Cultural Landscape for Iroquois residents and visitors.  

 

¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŀ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ όǎǳƳƳŜǊ нлмнύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ L²!/Ωǎ ŘƛƭƛƎŜƴǘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ LǊƻǉǳƻƛǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

preferred scenario for the waterfront revitalization: Maintaining current configuration and function while 

improving existing features. As the conservation of the open park space is a living memorial to the Iroquois 

waterfront history, as well as building restrictions to the flood plain areas, the community reacted strongly against 

previous housing developing proposals at the subject area.       

 

The Consulting Team recognizes that a successful revitalization plan must have a strong connection between the 

village and the waterfront activities; it must draw visitors by offering ŀ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŀōƭŜ άǇƭŀŎŜέ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ 

range of cultural and recreational activities during all seasons. To enhance the existing waterfront site and develop 

an acceptable Concept Design Plan for improvements, the following ΨYŜȅ hōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΩ were established: 

 

¶ Strong Visible Arrival Points & Views 

¶ Connectivity with Village - Civic & Commercial 

¶ Remember: The Pre-Seaway Village 

¶ Identity & Amenity Enhancements for Key Existing Features 

¶ άaƻƳŜƴǘǎέ Ð ά½ƻƴŜǎέ Ð άtƭŀŎŜέ 
 

It is important to read this illustrated document in conjunction with viewing the set of concept design drawings 

attached in the Appendices section,  including: the mandated architectural, planning, landscape and engineering 

concept designs.  

 

It is also advisable to read this Concept Design document with the previous Pre-Feasibility Report prepared by the 

Consultant Team prior to the Concept Design development. 

 
Fig. 3 - Navigational buoys grace the Iroquois Shopping Centre 

 
Fig. 4 - Part of the Galop Canal remaining today, at the Marina 
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Fig. 5 - Overall view of the proposed Waterfront Park Revitalization from the south 

 

 

The Consulting ¢ŜŀƳ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾƛǘŀƭƛȊŜŘ ǿŀǘŜǊŦǊƻƴǘ ōŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ άƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜέΦ .ȅ ǘƘŀǘ 
we mean, for example, that it be more natural and rural than urban, that it use vernacular materials and assemblies, 
that it incorporate native species in its landscape plantings and that it reflect the character and heritage of Iroquois 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άCǊƻƴǘέΣ ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘ [ŀǿǊŜƴŎŜ Ǿŀƭƭey was traditionally called, referring to the riverfront area of 
the township/county/inland farming areas and communities.  
 
This should be executed in a modest and cost-effective way through enhancing what is already there and through 

careful effort to deǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ 9ǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ άǿƻǿ ŦŀŎǘƻǊέ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ 

which we agree is required to entice and enhance, should be tempered by this philosophy of reflecting the river, 

river activity and heritage of the wider MunicipalƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŜƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ άǎƘŜƭƭǎέ ƻǊ άŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪǎέ 

for some of the facilities that can be taken over, used, equipped, modified and further enhanced by the community 

as design and financial ability takes root. For example, the upgraded Ψbeach ōǳƴƪŜǊΩ is now a Beach Pavilion, 

providing an upbeat and positive symbolic arrival entity for the upgraded Iroquois Beach facility. This Pavilion is able 

ǘƻ ōŜ άƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘέ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŜǾŜƴǘ ōŀƴƴŜǊǎΣ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎΣ ōŀǘƘŜǊ ǎƘƻǿŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŎǳōƛŎƭŜǎΣ an arrival court, etc. 

Some components of the Design Concept include: 

 

Å Improvements to five areas: The Beach, the Carman/Forward Houses zone, the Waterfront Promenade, the 

connections to the Galop Canal/Marina and the Lawn Bowling Club/Trailer Park area; 

Å Low-cost upgrades that work well with the overall park; 

Å Nautical materials, assemblies and themes. 

 

 

Å Re-establish the connection between the Iroquois Village and its Waterfront;  

Å Establish distinct entrance features that identify this parcel of land as a key public resource.  

Å Near-shore locations where people will want to be:  Creating άmomentsέ and experiences; 

Å Waterfront docking, and improved recreational and viewing facilities; 

Å Improved and distinctive cultural facilities and interpretation. 

 

 

Lǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ LǊƻǉǳƻƛǎ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {Ŝŀǿŀȅ ϧ tƻǿŜǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфрлΩǎ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ Ŧǳƭƭȅ 

άŘƛƎŜǎǘŜŘέ ƻǊ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘŜŘΣ ŜǾŜƴ рл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊŦǊƻƴǘ ǇǊƻƳŜƴŀŘŜ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǇƻsed to be improved to 

enhance the experience of walking or cycling through this space, in a way that commemorates the central business 

area of the former village and delineates some of its key streets, through an imaginative landscape solution 

described below όǎŜŜ ά/ƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ aŜŀŘƻǿǎέ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ 3.6.).  

 
The Seaway spillway overflow-ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ƭŀƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻǿ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊŦƛŜƭŘ όŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƻƴŀǘŜƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅ ŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ 

{ǇƻƴƎŜέύ ŀǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ōȅ ǾŜǊȅ ŦŜǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ somewhat severe restrictions on 

this land stemming from its geological state (high water table), its need to act as a flood-overflow area and Canadian 

air traffic control regulations. However, it can be used for certain types of plantings, pathways and similar uses and 

ǘƘŜǎŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ άƪƴƛǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊέ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊŦǊƻƴǘ ǎƛǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 

άŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘŜέ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΩǎ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎΦ Also from this promenade one will see a series of marker buoys in the 

bay that delineate the former pre-Seaway shoreline. These are proposed to be solar powered for night time 

visibility. As well, along the promenade we propose the use of glass panels set up at key locations with imprinted 

historic photos of what would have been at that very spot, prior to the Seaway project. One will see for example 

some of the shops and old gas station signs of the former King Street, at a certain point where one walks along the 

promenade. 

 
Fig. 6 - Historic pre-Seaway downtown Iroquois view, King Street West c.1954 

(Source: stlawrencepicks.com) 




























































